A memorable weekend as the seasons change 

	The weekend of September 11th/12th was a busy and important one as far as the OWs were concerned 
	It started at 10-00 a.m on Saturday with softball cricket which gave way to the hard-ball version at 11-30, it was Tennis Finals day on the courts whilst there were two games of football at Hawes Down  as the new  season got under-way 
	Where was the self-respecting supporter supposed to go? 
	Answer – with a little strategic planning, there was the opportunity to enjoy all of them 
	On Sunday our talented Mini 8s cricketers – that means they are very young – had the thrill of playing on the Kent County Cricket ground in Beckenham whilst, at Hayes, the Junior Football Club had an Open Day designed to identify even more talent as further proof  of the fact that Old Wilsonians is the place to play your sport, whatever your age and whatever your  game 
	The Football Super Vets were due to play Arts Network for ‘The Kirk Benjamin Memorial Trophy’ on this date as well,   but this has now been put back until October 10th  - too much excitement on one weekend is not good for anyone 
	The softball session,  encouraging women’s cricket, attracted 22 participants and was expertly run by Margo (Lawrence),  Doug (Forbes), Barrie (Frampton) and  Laurence (Allen)  as they explained the rudimentary aspects of the game to all 22 before a ‘pairs’ game was organised  
	There was much fine stroke play to be seen and on the rare occasions when a ball was not hit as sweetly as it could be,  there was someone there to hold a competent catch
	This was a very encouraging morning and we hope to build on this next season but, in the meantime, thanks to everyone who came along and then retired to the bar for a glass of Prosecco….. or two!
	At 11-30 it was time to play hard-ball cricket as our 1st Xl entertained Upchurch knowing that victory would see them crowned champions of Division Two of the Kent League – they were already assured of promotion as a consequence of their victory at Chestfield the week before,  but were determined to be go up as champions 
	A full report of this game will appear in the next edition of the Cricket newsletter, but, in the meantime,  here are the basic facts 
	Visitors Upchurch played in Division One in 2019 – there was no league cricket last year because of Covid – but were now in Division Two. It is not that long ago that they boasted former England Test player Dean Headley -   15  Tests, 60 wickets, 186 runs, 7 catches – in their team.  and I remember a game at their ground where he bowled us out very cheaply 
         	But they have fallen on hard times and had lost all but one of their games this season and were relegated some weeks ago, so the bookies had us down as firm favourites,  and so it proved, as we raced to 407 for 3 from our 50 overs, by far the highest team score ever seem at Hayes, a fact that caused a problem for our inexperienced scorer whose book only allows for a maximum  team total of 349 
	Shortly before 2-00 p.m. the four football teams started to wander past the score-box seemingly oblivious of the  game of cricket taking place,  and its significance,  and it was still taking place when they returned, causing one player to chirp at me:  
“Hey, mate; how long does a game of cricket last?” 
	This, of course, is an impossible question to answer but on this occasion it was just before 6-00 p.m. when Upchurch lost their final wicket with their score on 172,  the OWs had been victorious and the flow of runs were replaced by the flow of champagne as we were confirmed champions 
	Meanwhile, on the adjacent tennis courts,  the various finals were taking place with coach Jake  asserting, “I used to coach Emma Raducana,  you know “
	He also claims to have starred in the Tennis Club’s production of   Edward Albee’s ‘Who’s afraid of Virginia Wade’ 
	(Incidentally, does anyone remember the Old Wilsonian Dramatic Society’s staging of   Arthur Miller’s ‘A View from the Bridge’  that won the Lambeth Drama Festival (?) )
	The afternoon went well with many aces served, back-hand lobs to the base-line being particularly difficult to return and the minimum of double faults and racket abuse in evidence 
	Some years ago there was a board at the Club listing the winners of the Men’s and Ladies tournaments in which Geoff Cross was prominent  to the extent that it read:
1960:  G.D Cross, 1961: G.D. Cross and continued in this fashion until 1966 when another name appeared only for G.D. Cross to return in 1967 and for the rest of the decade 
	One Saturday during the football season two members of an opposing side were seen admiring the board and one observed:
“G.D. Cross seems to have been an outstanding tennis player, but I wonder what happened in 1966?” 
	“It’s obvious,” replied his team-mate; “he won the World Cup, didn’t he?” 
	Talking of football,  the OWFC played six games on this particular Saturday, two at Hawes Down, hence the impertinent comment about cricket from a player returning after his game, with the 3rd Xl winning 4-3 and the 6th Xl drawing 3-3 
	There were also four away games, the 1st Xl losing 0-6, the 2nds 1-5, the 4ths 2-6, and the 5ths, 1-6, not a particularly good set of result,  I grant you, but at least the 0-6, 2-6, 1-6, reverses showed solidarity with the Tennis club, and the 2nds came close – did you coach them too, Jake? 
	Ceejay Watson was the star for our only winning side as he scored a hat-trick in the 3rd Xl’s  4-3 victory against SouthBank Cuaco. He is very tall and I remember working with him at a ClubForce several years ago when we were assigned the job of covering the fences with ant-theft paint to deter intruders
	We had to paint both sides and he had a distinct advantage over me as he simply leant over said fence whilst I had to crawl underneath  
	The start of the football season reminds us that we lost our Life President, 	Mike Harris, at the end of the last one whilst SouthBank Cuaco also lost one of their stalwarts, Doug Mumford, at about the same time, and the two clubs agreed to play for the ‘Harris-Mumford’ trophy,  the first encounter taking  place on September 4th 
	Seven games were played in all  involving all sections of the Club, including the Vets, and it resulted in a 5-2 victory for the OWs, thanks to three penalty shoot outs 
	We all miss Mike and will never forget what he did for the OWFC,  so a timely reminder here that, as the  2021/22  season gets under way  “there must be no playing in the goal-mouths before kick-offs  nor kit-bags in the Clubhouse” 		
	The following morning - that’s Sunday - it was the turn of our Mini Super 8s cricket side – also known as the OW Spitfires -  to demonstrate their skills at the Kent Ground in Beckenham where they acquitted themselves well and a more detailed, and better written account, and  by Margo Lawrence,  of both this competition  and the softball  event will appear in the next edition of the Cricket newsletter which I know is “essential reading” for each and every one of you!!!!
	Meanwhile, back at Hayes, the Junior Football Club were holding an ‘Open Day’ ensuring that everyone was having a good time as new talent was unearthed but, and more importantly, giving the opportunity to everyone, irrespective of their ability, to enjoy the game, although it would be good to unearth a new Ronaldo or, for the really ambitious, the next Wilfred Zaha 
	So, as a great and successful weekend came to an end, we could reflect that the Club continues to grow from strength to strength and the future looks very bright, the   icing on the cake being that Palace beat Spurs 3-0 on the Saturday!  
	
